
Bethesda Place Community Council 
Board Meeting January 12, 2016 
7:00 PM – Davis Library 
 
Meeting was called to order by Dave Weinstein at 7:05 PM 
 
Board Members Present: Dave Weinstein, Andrew Notarian, Matt Hirt, Susan Polan, Bob 
Fay, Sameer Patel (late arrival) 
 
Others Present: Sara Rossi, Community Manager; Naomi Weisman; Bernie Salamon 
 
Announcements: Sara brought 4 of the 10 boxes of community association records 
being stored at Allied Realty. Board members will sort through to determine which 
materials should be kept according to the accompanying guidelines.  It was noted that 
Office Paper Systems offers free shredding of documents. 
 
Bernie Salamon expressed interest in acting as a non-voting member of the board, and 
the Board agreed that he will join in this capacity.  
 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the November meeting were approved. 
 
Financial Report:  Andrew Notarian reported a net balance of $107,665.54 between 
total liabilities and equity.  He estimated that we were about $9,929 over budget in 
2015.  
 
Architectural Control Committee: No currently pending requests. The most recent 
approvals are noted in the November minutes. 
 
Landscape Maintenance Committee – Dave Weinstein/Bernie Salamon:  An upcoming 
2018 ban on the use of pesticides for lawn maintenance was discussed, although the 
understanding was that the ban did not apply to community property.  Dave reviewed 
the status of testing an organic approach to lawn maintenance.  Two test plots, one on 
each side of the community, were inconclusive thus far, because they were not over-
seeded in the spring which is part of the organic treatment.  Non-organic treatment 
includes use of nitrogen fertilizer and pesticides. 
 
Snow removal was also discussed.  A proposal to clear snow from parking places a day 
after a significant snowfall was previously considered but judged impractical.  Our 
contractor told Sara that they decline to contract with individual homeowners for snow 
removal because of the challenge of administering individual contracts. 
 
The pros and cons of zoysia grass also were discussed.  The tradeoffs include the ability 
of the grass to choke out weeds, but the cons included its brown appearance in winter 
and its need for adequate direct sunlight. 



Naomi Weisman noted problems she has seen with non-residents such as dog walkers 
taking preferred parking spots and suggested stenciling the curbs with “Resident” or 
similar message that the parking is for the residents.  Sara will look into options. 
 
Naomi also noted that the garbage cans and recycling bins were being placed on the 
grass near the curb instead of in the street in the area between the 7200 and 7300 
townhomes on Greentree.  
 
It was also noted that the trees on the Greentree berm would be evaluated this spring, 
an issue discussed at the November meeting. 
 
Welcoming committee: It was reported that Fran, the past chair, has not yet closed on 
her new North Carolina house, but she was expected to be moving soon. 
 
Development committee: Dave Weinstein summarized the current status of the 
community reaction to the Toll Brothers’ plans to develop the WMAL field.  He is on the 
board of the West Fernwood and also chairs the green space committee. 
 
Toll Brothers had produced two concept plans, one with a 5-acre public space on 
Greentree and one without.  Staff on Park and Planning commented on aspects of the 
plan that were apparently unsatisfactory, and Toll Brothers is currently revising the 
plans.  The Bradley Hills Community Association appears to be planning to oppose the 
development through legal action.  Some of the county regulations on development are 
relatively new, and both the developer and county government staff are sorting through 
the meaning of the requirements. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: The 2016 Management Agreement Addendum sets prices by Allied Realty 
for services above and beyond the usual scope of the existing agreement. 
 
Dave signed the Grounds Maintenance Contract. 
 
Sara will look into the painting of curbs.  Matt expressed concern over the possible 
appearance. 
 
When Davis Library is closed for renovation, the Board will meet monthly in Ashburton 
Elementary school. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Fay - Secretary 
Next meeting: Tuesday, February 9, 2016. 


