
Bethesda Place Community Council 
Board Meeting Mar 8, 2016 
7:00 PM – Ashburton Elementary School 
 
Meeting was called to order by Dave Weinstein at 7:00 PM 
 
Board Members Present: Dave Weinstein, Andrew Notarian, Susan Polan, Bob Fay, 
Roberta Fromstein, Matt Hirt (arriving late) 
 
Others Present: Sara Rossi, Community Manager; Bernie Salamon 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the Feb. 9, 2016 meeting were approved. 
 
Financial Report:  Andrew Notarian reported a net balance of $139,887.91. The snow bill 
accounted for a large part of the decrease in the balance since last month.  Second 
notices have gone out.  
 
Announcements:  
 
Bernie Salamon expressed interest in acting as a non-voting member of the board. 
 
The review of the boxes containing association records was in progress. 
 
Architectural Control Committee: no active business. 
 
Landscape Maintenance Committee: 
 
Craig, our contract arborist, spotted about 13 ashes infected emerald ash bore between 
the 7200 and 7300 blocks of townhouses. Removal of infected trees is recommended to 
avoid infecting others.  He also recommended removing 3 Norway maples on the berm. 
An arborist from county assessed our trees and offered about 10-15 free native trees 
either in spring before end of May or in fall, to selected sites, in part to replace some of 
the ash trees.  The estimate for the removal of all of these trees, including the Norway 
maples, was $8100.00. 
 
Roberta Fromstein reported spotting trash in area near storm pond.  The amount of 
trash will be assessed during the April cleanup to judge whether a sign is necessary. 
 
The use of pesticides in maintaining the common area lawns was discussed.  The 
Montgomery County Council passed a law to take effect in 2018 banning their use on 
lawns, with some exceptions such as athletic fields. Susan Polan, who works for the 
American Public Health Association, recommended that the community association 
move toward adoption of the county standards ahead of the deadline.  She suggested 
finding out what chemicals we are using now.  It was noted that the EPA maintains a list 



of recommended lawn products, but following their guidelines itself was a question for 
future discussion. 
 
The board considered options for addressing the issue. A possible option was for the 
board to vote immediately to change the current policy, but residents could easily have 
different positions on the issue.  Dave Weinstein suggested inviting a community 
discussion at the April board meeting, without the goal of reaching an immediate 
decision then.  That way, residents would have a chance to express their opinions.  
 
Welcoming committee: A new person will completely the move into Fran Darby’s house 
by the end of March. 
 
Development Committee: The board of the Fernwood/Stratton Woods Community 
Association, including Dave Weinstein, met with Toll Brothers.  He commented that it 
was a small meeting with no big announcements.  His impressions:  
. County insists that Grayswood connect to Greentree according to the master plan.   
. There are two concept plans, one with 5 acres of public land 
. The preliminary plan will also show 5 acres with 3 year deadline to buy the land 
. Houses will be built from the 1 o’clock edge (Northeast) moving south 
. The Bradley Hills Association has hired lawyers because of traffic concerns 
. Renita Lane, which is quite narrow, will be the third entrance of development; the 
developer may put barrier to be lifted only in emergency 
. Suggestions from the Green Space Committee are to add Grayswood and Greentree as 
part of urban space; also trees, lighting, textured cement, sidewalks, a possible 
pedestrian bridge to Montgomery Mall, and a walking path around perimeter. 
. Walter Johnson: the county proposes an expansion from 3300 to 3900 students. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Bids on the asphalt surfaces: Differences in what needed to be patched. Dave and Sara 
meet with contractors together to agree on requirements.  For example, there are 
differences between deeper patches needed on 7300 block vs. milling 7200 to 2 inches.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Fay – Secretary 
Next meeting: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 


