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Bethesda Place Community Council 
Board Meeting Apr 18, 2016 (rescheduled) 
7:00 PM – Ashburton School 
 
DRAFT 
 
Meeting was called to order by Dave Weinstein at 7:00 PM 
 
Board Members Present: Dave Weinstein, Susan Polan, Bob Fay, Roberta Fromstein, 
Sameer Patel 
 
Others Present: Sara Rossi, Community Manager; several members of the Bethesda 
Place community including Eileen Cohn; guests including Jennifer Quinn; Zack Kline, and 
Jason Perreca.  
 
Dave set context on the primary purpose of the meeting, which was to gather both facts 
and community views on the issue of transitioning to pesticide-free lawn maintenance 
for the common areas.  The board had previously established some small test sites on 
both sides of the community to study the impact of a transition to organic lawn care, 
but the results so far were not conclusive enough to set the policy for the community.  
Last October, the Montgomery County Council passed legislation banning the use of 
pesticides on private lawns by 2018.  Eileen Cohn contacted the Board by email in early 
March asking that it stop the use of chemicals for lawn care immediately.  The Board 
discussed the issue at its March meeting and decided to publicize the April meeting to 
gather information, including community reaction, to the proposal.  The Board did not 
plan to vote at the April meeting on the issue but anticipated a further period of fact 
gathering before making a decision. 
 
Dave Weinstein invited Eileen Cohn to speak first.  She summarized her points briefly, 
preferring to give time to the other invited guests.  She has been quite concerned over 
the health impacts of pesticide use on the community, particularly on our children.  
There is now a body of evidence linking pesticide use to cancer.  If we need to stop 
pesticide use by 2018, why wait?  She then introduced Jennifer Quinn.  
 
Jennifer Quinn, a volunteer with Safe Grow Montgomery 
(www.safegrowmontgomery.org), spoke next.  The group started in 2013 as a coalition 
of county residents to press for local legislation controlling the use of pesticides.  She 
also called attention to the work of the older Maryland Pesticide Network 
(www.mdpestnet.org).  She recounted some of the past history of the issue leading up 
to the passing of the October 2015 legislation.  Councilmember Berlinger, who voted 
against the October bill, had previously chaired a public meeting with 40 organizations 
advocating limiting the use of pesticides.  In October he had proposed an alternative 
that would have placed restrictions on pesticide use on county land, playgrounds, day 
care centers, and waterways, without restricting private use of pesticides.  The broader 
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version favored by its chief sponsor, Council President George Leventhal, prevailed by a 
vote of 6-3.  Jennifer recommended consulting the work of Paul Tukey, an expert on the 
issue, author of the book The Organic Lawn Care Manual, and who was featured in the 
documentary, A Chemical Reaction.  He was scheduled to speak at the April 30 Bethesda 
Greenfest.  She mentioned that although Montgomery was the first U.S. county to pass 
such sweeping restrictions on the use of pesticides, most Canadian provinces had 
restricted their use already. USGS surveys show lawn products show up in streams; 
water treatment does not remove pesticides. 
 
Zack Kline spoke next.  He is the owner of A.I.R. (Atmosphere Improvement and 
Renewal) and a certified professional specializing in natural organic lawn care. He 
explained Bill 52-14 further—it exempts pesticide treatment for poison ivy and for 
interior use such as around foundations.  He warned that the transition to an organic 
lawn can take a few years because the key task was to improve the soil.  The cost could 
be 25-35% or more for 2-3 years during the transition period, depending on the 
different products and treatments required.  It is possible, however, to see savings over 
current conventional practice in about 5 years.   
 
Research, including at the University of Maryland, has now shown that lawns in general 
do better when mowed to a greater height, around 4 inches.  He recommends aeration 
as a standard practice.  But the organic approach also requires a combination of 
strategies targeted to the specific soil conditions.  Soil tests can measure the amount of 
phosphorus and nitrogen in the soil currently.  For example, more nitrogen can reduce 
clover, although not eliminate it.  Infestations of dandelions can signal a need for 
gypsum.  Because of the 2018 legislation, Montgomery County may see a shortage of 
companies to fill the upcoming demand.  He mentioned Glenstone Estates in Potomac 
and the Kentlands in Gaithersburg as properties now using organic methods. 
 
Jason Perreca, President of Perreca Nursery and Landscaping, our current landscaping 
and snow removal contractor, was invited to speak next.  He said he agreed with 
essentially all that Zack Kline had said.  He observed that the approach of the old school 
of lawn care, with an emphasis on soil development, was being reintroduced.  It is 
important both to look at soil and to educate the consumer.  The law has forced 
community to look at problem—landscapers should not be painting the grass green.  He 
reported that Washington, DC had the largest number of $1B landscaping contractors.  
 
Zack Kline noted that both he and Jason used topdressing as part of their programs.  
Locally, not many landscapers were certified in organic methods.  He remarked that 
Brightview (formed from a merger of the Brickman Group and ValleyCrest Landscape 
Companies in 2014) was certified but tended not to encourage organic methods, so far. 
 
Among the homeowner remarks, Mr. Taylor of 6701 Surreywood, an original owner of 
now 38 years in the community, said that Jason’s group (who has held the landscaping 
contract for one year) was that best so far.  But he was still not happy with the 
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infestation of crab crass occurring later in the summer.  He appeared to question 
whether a new approach might make the situation worse.  Other members present, 
including some parents of young children, appeared to favor the change.  
 
Zack recommended overseeding with grass in the spring with a dressing of fertilizer.  
Use of an effective crab crass preventer is constrained by nitrogen limitations designed 
to protect surface water. 
 
Specific cost figures were not available at the meeting.  Jason reported that the 
Bethesda Place homeowners association was responsible for about 2.5 acres of green 
space, about a third of size of the Kentlands.  His recommendation was to step away 
from pesticides first.  
 
As anticipated, the Board wanted more information before making a decision.  It 
planned to work with Sara to assemble the information on costs. 
 
The board briefly considered other issues. 
 
The free trees from the county would be unavailable until the fall.  The Greentree side 
was expecting about 9.  Because of tree removal the evergreen shrubs in the area to the 
left of 7300 Greentree were now misshapen. 
 
Dave Weinstein provided a brief update about development of the WMAL field. The Toll 
Brothers had held a community meeting.  The community continued to express 
concerns over both traffic and school overcrowding.  Because the traffic study had not 
yet been completed, a representative from Toll Brothers promised another meeting.  
Dave speculated that if the report was really bad, the county might force changes in the 
plan, which was not yet submitted and not expected until near the end of May. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Fay – Secretary 
Next meeting: Tuesday, May 10, 2016. 
 


