
Bethesda Place Community Council 
Board Meeting May 10, 2016 
7:00 PM – Ashburton School 
 
DRAFT 
 
Meeting was called to order by Dave Weinstein at 7:05 PM 
 
Board Members Present: Dave Weinstein, Roberta Fromstein, Matt Hirt, Andrew 
Notarian, Sameer Patel, Susan Polan,  Bob Fay   
 
Others Present: Sara Rossi, Community Manager; Bernie Salamon 
 
Minutes: The minutes from March, distributed in the meeting packet, were approved. 
Bob Fay apologized for still working on the April minutes but promised to distribute a 
draft by email soon. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Andrew reported the net balance of $118,068.50. 
 
Announcement- There is 7:00 meeting tomorrow (May 11) about Walter Johnson cluster 
in the WJ cafeteria. 
 
Architectural Control Committee:  No new applications.  Andrew noted that solar panels 
had recently been put up on a home without permission. 
 
Landscape Committee: An important outcome of the April meeting was that there was 
essentially no opposition to moving forward with a transition to pesticide-free 
maintenance.  Zack Kline had walked the property but had not submitted a proposal yet.  
The Board reviewed an itemized proposal from our current contractor, Perreca 
Nurseries, and it appeared that the transition to organic was going to be more 
expensive than hoped.  With a side-by-side comparison of the old contract with the 
proposal, it appeared that the increase would be approximately $7,600 if undertaken in 
its entirety next year.  Bernie Salamon suggested that we poll the community on the 
issue on going organic. Dave Weinstein and other board members replied that we 
already had held an open and well publicized meeting last month and that we don't 
routinely poll owners on issues that are within the responsibility of the Board. Given the 
size of the increase, the Board agreed to a 1/3, 1/3, 1/3 proposal, that is, to ask if only 
1/3 of the transition could occur this year.  In other words, working with the contractor, 
about 1/3 of the area on the Greentree and Surreywood side would be selected to 
transition this year, with increases of 1/3 in each of the following two years.  If possible, 
priority would be given to high traffic areas, especially those used by children to play. 
 
The Board then considered an itemized proposal to improve conditions after the 
substantial removal of trees on the Greentree side.  The budget for all items seemed too 



large to accommodate this year, given other emergency expenses.  Some of the items 
involved temporarily improvements to the appearance of the berm.  After discussion, 
the Board decided only to approve item h), which involved substantial work on the area 
between the 7200 and 7300 townhomes, where several ash trees had been removed, 
and item i), improving the plantings close to 7300 Greentree, where two ash trees had 
been removed.  Other items in the proposal will either be resolved by the fall planting of 
trees from the county or taken up again next year.   
 
Welcoming Committee:  No one had moved into Fran Darby’s former house fully yet, so 
the welcoming packet has not yet been delivered.  
 
Development Committee: Dave Weinstein has been actively involved with the 
Fernwood/Stratton Woods Community Association in presenting green space proposals 
for the WMAL development to the Park and Planning Commission. 
 
Old business:  There are now three fairly close bids on asphalt repairs for both the 
Greentree and Surreywood sides.  The Greentree side involves both the horseshoe in 
the 7200 block and repairs to the 7300 block.  Repairs to the Surreywood side will be 
delayed by one year and awarded separately then.  The board selected the lowest bid by 
Chamberlain Contractors for the Greentree side, $41,850.00.  In discussion, the board 
voted against stenciling the individual parking spaces, an idea that had been proposed in 
hopes of preventing non-resident parking.  
 
Picnic: Scheduled for June 25 at Stratton Park.  Last year, the moon bounce was a major 
complication because electricity was unavailable, and a generator and special insurance 
was required.  Stratton Park provided plenty of alternative activities for kids, so the 
moon bounce was less of an attraction.  Similarly, the snow cone machine also requires 
electricity.  It might be possible to order ice cream delivered by an ice cream vendor 
instead.  Dave Weinstein and Bob Fay will work with Sara Rossi on the details. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Fay – Secretary 
Next meeting: Tuesday, June 14, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 


