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April 11, 2012 
 

MOSQUITOES 
It will soon be the time of year when these pesky insects are out in full force. Complaints have 
been received about the large numbers of mosquitoes in the community last year. Attached 
with this newsletter is information and tips on how to reduce the number of mosquitoes 
around your home. Please take a few minutes to review this information and incorporate the 
provided tips. If all residents can take some small steps towards minimizing mosquitoes it will 
have an even greater overall impact on the entire neighborhood. 
 
COMMON AREA DUMPING 
Dumping of trash and debris in wooded common areas has become increasingly prevalent each 
year. The Association is consistently finding trash such as TV’s, soda and beer cans, and even 
concrete chunks, as well as bagged and non bagged landscaping debris. This not only creates a 
junky look and fills our neighborhood with unwanted trash and debris, but it also creates 
inviting habitats for rodents and other critters.  
 
DUMPING DEBRIS FROM YOUR HOME ON COMMON AREA RESULTS IN THE SPENDING OF 
ASSOCIATION FUNDS FOR DEBRIS REMOVAL, WHICH IS FUNDED BY YOUR BI-ANNUAL 
ASSESSMENTS. If this continues, future assessment increases may be needed to cover 
increasing costs such as this one. Please note the following: 

 If you have bulky trash items to dispose of, you can call the County for a FREE pickup by 
contacting Montgomery County 311 (dial 311 in county or 240-777-0311 out of county) or 
online at http://tinyurl.com/countybulktrash.   

 Yard waste that is collected from your private lot, either by you or your hired landscaper, 
must be properly disposed of. Yard waste is collected by the County and your hired 
landscaper should either bag it up for you properly for County pick up or haul it off site and 
dispose of it elsewhere. It cannot be dumped into the woods on common area. More 
information on how to dispose of yard waste can be found here: 
http://tinyurl.com/disposeyardwaste.  
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION POLICY   
Enclosed is an electronic communication sign up form. If you have not already done so, please 
consider signing up for email notices from the HOA. This will not only save the HOA money in 
printing and postage costs, but will also allow us to communicate with you as quickly and 
efficiently as possible. You will receive information from the HOA instantly regardless of 
whether you are home, at work, or out of town. To sign up, complete the enclosed form and 
return it to Sara Rossi at the letterhead address, email to sbrodie@alliedrealtycorp.com or fax 
to 301-951-5828. 
 
Please note that all owners will continue to receive invoices and billing statements via regular 
USPS mail. You do not have to worry about missing your assessment invoices in your email if 
you sign up. 

 
BETHESDA PLACE WEBSITE 
Please visit us on the web at www.bethesdaplace.org.  The website is filled with information 
about Bethesda Place, including how to make online assessment payments, download meeting 
minutes and governing documents, as well as links and resources for local contractors and 
County and State services.  
 
ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE 
The Architectural Control Committee is in need of volunteers! This is a great way to participate 
and be in active in the community without being a Board member. The committee is currently 
tasked with updating the community paint guidelines and reviewing change applications as 
they are submitted. If you have a few hours a month to spare for your neighborhood, please 
contact our Community Manager to find out how to get involved.  
 
SPRING ARCHITECTURAL INSPECTIONS 
Architectural inspections will be conducted in early May. As the weather warms up, please take 
some time to inspect your own house and take care of any issues you see, tidy up, clean out 
gutters, put your snow shovels away, and start thinking about landscaping for the spring and 
summer.  
 
This is also a good time to remind everyone that ANY exterior change to your home (townhouse 
or single family) must receive prior approval from the Architectural Control Committee/Board 
of Directors. This applies to any change that will alter the current look of your house with 
regard to color, style or material, including but not limited to changing paint colors, installing 
new siding, and installing a fence, deck, windows, or doors. If you are doing maintenance work 
such as wood repair, door staining or refinishing in the same color, repainting exterior wood 
with the same color or yard landscaping that does not require approval.  
 
A copy of the architectural change form can be found on the website (www.bethesdaplace.org) 
or by contacting Community Manager Sara Rossi. Feel free to contact Sara if you are unsure if 
the work you are planning requires approval.  
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Turn over children’s
wading pools, buckets,
wheelbarrows, canoes
and garbage can lids.

Get rid of puddles from
window air conditioners.

Flush birdbaths and
saucers under potted
plants at least once a week.

Clean out roof gutters
and down-spout screens.

Drain water trapped
in folds and arrange

tarp so water runs off.

Dispose of trash such as
bottle caps, open drink cans

or bottles, styrofoam cups,
foil or plastic food wrappers.

Fix dripping
outdoor water faucets.

For water you cannot totally eliminate

■ Dump or flush out once a week (if any mosquito eggs or larva were in the water they
will not be able to develop to adults).  Remember to check flower pots on balconies
of apartment buildings too.

■ Add fish or aerator or larvicide (mosquito dunks) to ornamental ponds.
The fish will eat mosquito eggs and larvae. An aerator will keep water
moving. (Water must be stagnant for adult mosquitoes to develop.)
Larvicide will prevent mosquito larva from developing.  If you use
mosquito dunks, check your pond regularly and replace dunks
when necessary.  Animals such as squirrels, raccoons and
dogs like to eat mosquito dunks.  This does not hurt the animal.

■ Avoid mosquito infested areas.
■ Limit outdoor activities at peak times of mosquito biting.
■ Use fine-mesh screens on open windows and doors.
■ Repair tears or large holes in these screens.
■ Wear light-colored and loose-fitting clothing.

Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants.
■ Use insect repellants when outdoors (follow directions on the container).

Spray clothes before putting them on.

To Reduce Mosquitoes, Eliminate Places Where They Can Breed

Protect Yourself and Your Family Against Mosquito Bites

Throw away used tires.
For tire swings, drill holes

in the bottom of the tire
so water will drain.



Mosquitoes in Montgomery County

There are many different species of mosquitoes in the world but only a few live in Montgomery County.
The two most common are Culex, a common northern mosquito, and Aedes albopictus, the Asian Tiger.

Culex are native mosquitoes that are most active from dusk to dawn when people are less likely to be
outdoors.  They are gray-brown colored, lay eggs in both large and small bodies of water and can fly about a
mile or two.

The Asian Tiger is a non-native mosquito that is spreading throughout Montgomery County.  It is smaller
than our native mosquitoes and has distinctive black and white stripes.  The Asian Tiger is out during the day
when many people, especially children, are out.

The Asian Tiger breeds only in containers from old tires to tree holes, not in wetlands normally associated
with mosquitoes.  Asian Tigers will breed in any container but they prefer containers outdoors, in the shade
and with dark, stained water high in organic content to containers indoors, in the sun or with clear, clean
water.

Asian Tiger mosquitoes live around people in urban and suburban areas and are strongly attracted to
people (some other types of mosquitoes prefer biting animals but will bite humans).  Because Asian Tigers fly
no more than 200 to 300 yards from the containers where they hatched, the most effective method of
controlling them is to remove or drain containers where they breed.

What to Do When You Find a Dead Bird

The Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) has discontinued testing of dead birds for
West Nile virus (WNV) in Maryland. West Nile virus has now been detected in human and animal populations
in nearly all jurisdictions in Maryland, and is expected to return each year.  In recent years, WNV activity has
dropped steadily in Maryland and surrounding states. State and local health officials continue to monitor this
activity through surveillance of mosquito and human populations.

If you find a dead bird, please dispose of it as follows:
(1) Wear plastic or latex gloves or use a plastic bag as a glove
(2) With your gloved hand, place or wrap the bird in a plastic bag and tie the bag securely

(alternatively, a shovel may be used to pick up bird)
(3) Dispose of the bag (and gloves) in an outdoor trash receptacle, and
(4) Wash your hands with soap and water.

For More Information

Centers for Disease Control West Nile Website:
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/

Communicable Disease Program
Department of Health and Human Services
240-777-1755

Used Tire Disposal
Call 311

Maryland West Nile Website:
www.edcp.org/html/west_nile.html
http://www.mda.state.md.us/plants-pests/
mosquito_control/_asian_tiger_mosquito_md.php?&view=print

Stagnant Water on Private Property
Housing Code Enforcement
Department of Housing and Community Affairs
Call 311

Storm Drain Blockage
Department of Transportation
Call 311

Stormwater Ponds/Standing Water
Department of Environmental Protection
Call 311




