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BETHESDA PLACE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, INC. 
 

February 11, 2014 
 
Let’s start with the good… 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

The Board is considering organizing a community yard sale sometime in May of this year. 
Support from the Association would include advertisement in publications such as Craigslist, 
the Gazette, and the Washington Post. Individual residents would be responsible for providing 
and setting up tables, pricing own items, etc.  
 
We are trying to gauge the level of community interest in such an event, so if you would be 
interested in participating or would like to see this event happen, please let our Community 
Manager know by emailing her at srossi@alliedrealtlycorp.com.  
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE – CHARITABLE OUTREACH 

The Board has recently been discussing what the community can do to give back in 2014. 
Various ideas have been discussed and it is clear that Bethesda Place can make an impact in our 
local neighborhoods. We are looking for someone who is interested in championing this 
concept who can lead with passion. We need assistance in generating more ideas on what can 
be done and assisting with the implementation of programs. This will not involve a lot of time, 
nor does it mean you will need to attend every Board meeting. If you are interested in helping 
with this endeavor in any way, please contact Sara Rossi (srossi@alliedrealtlycorp.com) or 
speak with a Board member.  
 
And now the not so good… 
 

TRASH RULES  

Thank you to all the residents who continually follow these below rules. However, complaints 
persist about certain residents’ non compliance, so here again, is a summary of the rules you 
are expected and required to follow.  
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1. TRASH PICKUP DAY IS WEDNESDAY – THIS INCLUDES RECYCLING AND YARD WASTE. In 
practice, this means that you cannot place trash out for pickup until 5PM ON TUESDAY. It also 
means that all trash containers must be removed from common area and placed out of public 
view no later than 9AM ON THURSDAY. This is a simple rule that everyone should be able to 
comply with. There are no exceptions, even if you are going to be out of town on pickup day. If 
that is the case, please make arrangements with a neighbor to assist you.  
 
2. Suitable containers for placing your trash curbside for pickup are TIGHTLY SEALED HARD 
CONTAINERS OR HEAVY DUTY TRASH BAGS ONLY. Lightweight kitchen trash bags are not 
allowed. Please understand that there is a reason for this rule. It is to avoid the unsightly and 
unsanitary conditions of rotted garbage and household debris (including your mail and other 
papers that you may toss in the trash) blowing around the community for days, and attracting 
rodents and other animals to the neighborhood. If you provide a consistent food source for 
rats, raccoons, etc, they will continue to come and likely invite their friends and family.  
 
3. Yard waste and recycling does not have to be placed in a sealed container, but the yard 
waste bags and recycling bins cannot be overfilled or overflowing when placed out for 
collection. Please note that the County may not collect your trash, especially yard waste, if it is 
not properly bagged or bundled curbside.  
 
These are simple easy rules to follow and as responsible homeowners or renters, and adults, 
you are expected to abide by them at all times.  
 

CURB YOUR PETS 

There have been an increasing number of complaints registered in the community regarding 
pet owners not curbing their animals and allowing their dogs to run freely around the 
community unleashed.  
 
If you witness another neighbor violating any of the below rules, please inform our Community 
Manager, Sara Rossi, immediately if you can provide their name and/or address in the 
community. All complaints ALWAYS remain anonymous.  
 
It is possible that some of the offenders do not live in Bethesda Place. Unfortunately there is 
little we can do about that, unless you personally feel comfortable approaching someone whom 
you see violating these laws.   
 
ALL PET OWNERS ARE REMINDED: 
It is ILLEGAL to not curb your dog. All dog feces must immediately be picked up and properly 
disposed of by the person who is walking the dog. In addition to being in violation of 
Montgomery County laws and Association rules, not curbing your dog is disgusting, 
unsanitary, and very inconsiderate of your neighbors.  
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Please note that owners must dispose of their dog’s feces in their own trash cans. Placing your 
bag of animal feces in someone else’s trash can is not appropriate behavior.  
 
It is ILLEGAL to allow your dog to run unleashed on common property and on other neighbors’ 
private property. The only area where your dog is allowed to be unleashed outside is on your 
own fenced in private property. Allowing your dog to run around unleashed is against 
Montgomery County laws and Association rules, even if it is just for a few minutes across the 
street from your home, etc.  In addition, it is a major nuisance for neighbors as well as a 
liability issue for you if your dog attacks or bites a person or other dog. It is also putting your 
dog in danger of being hit by a car.   
 
If you would like to bring your dog to a place where it can run around freely and play, check out 
Cabin John Dog Park at 10900 Westlake Drive or some of the other free County dog parks: 
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/facilities/dog_park/dog_parks.shtm   
 
Owners who are reported to be in violation of either of these laws are subject to fines imposed 
by the Association as well as being reported to Montgomery County Animal Control. 
 
Ending with some miscellaneous reminders: 

BETHESDA PLACE FACEBOOK GROUP 

Bethesda Place has a Facebook group! We would like to maintain this as a way for neighbors to 
meet each other, communicate about what is going on in the neighborhood, plan trips to the 
park, etc. The group will only be open to Bethesda Place residents. This is a new endeavor so it 
may take some time to become active, but we hope that you will join and use the group and 
help make this a valuable resource for all community members.  
 
Please go here to join: https://www.facebook.com/groups/bethesdaplace/  

You can also visit the HOA’s website at http://www.bethesdaplace.org  

EMAIL COMMUNICATION 

If you would like to receive notices like this via email, please fill out the enclosed electronic 
communication form. This not only saves the HOA money, and therefore affects the semi-
annual assessments that you pay, but it also saves resources and allows you to get your 
information timely regardless of where you are.  Please consider signing up. You will still receive 
all billing related information via regular snail mail, so no need to worry about missing an 
assessment invoice in email. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this newsletter or the community in general, 
please attend one of the monthly Board meetings or contact our Community Manager Sara 
Rossi at 301-941-8913 or srossi@alliedrealtycorp.com.  
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