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BETHESDA PLACE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, INC. 
 

March 10, 2011 
 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION POLICY   
Enclosed is an electronic communication sign up form. Please consider signing up for email 
notices from the HOA. This will not only save the HOA money in printing and postage costs, but 
will also allow us to communicate with you as quickly and efficiently as possible. You will 
receive information from the HOA instantly regardless of whether you are home, at work, or 
out of town. To sign up, complete the enclosed form and return it to Sara Brodie at the 
letterhead address, email to sbrodie@alliedrealtycorp.com or fax to 301-951-5828. 
 
Please note that all owners will continue to receive invoices and billing statements via regular 
USPS mail. You do not have to worry about missing your assessment invoices in your email if 
you sign up. 

 
BETHESDA PLACE WEBSITE 
Did you know that the HOA has its very own website? Please visit us on the web at 
www.bethesdaplace.org.  The website is filled with information about Bethesda Place as well as 
links and resources for local contractors and County and State services.  
 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT REMNDER 
The second of four installments of $125 for the $500 special assessment will be due on April 1, 
2011. Invoices will be mailed out mid-March, so be sure to keep an eye out for that, and 
arrange for payment to reach Allied Realty’s office by April 1st.  
 
SPRING ARCHITECTURAL INSPECTIONS 
Architectural inspections will be conducted in late April and notices will be mailed out in May. 
As the weather warms up, please take some time to inspect your own house and take care of 
any issues you see, tidy up, clean out gutters, put your snow shovels away, and start thinking 
about landscaping for the spring and summer.  
 
ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE & PAINT COLOR SURVEY RESULTS 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the paint color change survey, your feedback was 
important and carefully considered. After review of the survey results and further Board 
discussion, the decision has been made to not move forward with a full scale expansion of the 
paint color palette at this time due to concerns regarding compatibility of current and new 
colors, aesthetics of phasing in new colors, and the economic impact this may have on owners.   
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The Board has appointed an Architectural Control Committee made up of members who 
volunteered through the survey. Aside from considering all architectural change applications 
submitted by owners, the committee will also be asked to review the current paint colors and 
compile an updated list of colors with names and manufacturers that will be easily obtainable, 
focus on compliance with the existing color schemes during spring inspections, and investigate 
the possibility of modernizing some of the hues and shades within the existing color palette.  If 
you are interested in being on this committee, please contact our Community Manager Sara 
Brodie at 301-941-8913 or sbrodie@alliedrealtycorp.com.  
 
This is also a good time to remind everyone that ANY exterior change to your home (townhouse 
or single family) must receive prior approval from the Architectural Control Committee/Board 
of Directors. This applies to any change that will alter the current look of your house with 
regard to color, style or material, including but not limited to changing paint colors, installing 
new siding, and installing a fence, deck, windows, or doors. If you are doing maintenance work 
such as wood repair, door staining or refinishing in the same color, repainting exterior wood 
with the same color or yard landscaping that does not require approval. A copy of the 
architectural change form can be found on the website or by contacting Community Manager 
Sara Brodie. Feel free to contact Sara if you are unsure if the work you are planning requires 
approval.  
 
TRASH CAN RULES & ETIQUETTE 
Following are a summary of the trash rules for the Association. Please familiarize yourself and 
all the members of your household with these rules. A full set of these and all other rules and 
regulations for the Association can be found on the website (www.bethesdaplace.org) under 
Important Documents.  

1. Trash must be placed out at the curb for pick up in a tightly sealed hard container or 
heavy duty trash bag. A heavy duty trash bag does not mean a thin white kitchen trash 
bag.  
 
This rule is in place to make sure that animals do not get into the trash and that trash 
does not get strewn about the neighborhood, which is unsightly and disgusting.  
 

2. Trash and recycling should not be placed at the curb for pick up until 5 PM the night 
before pick up and trash containers must be removed from common area and stored 
out of public view no later than 9 AM the morning after pick up.  

This means that trash should not be seen in the community at the curb for pick up until 
5 PM on Tuesday and all trash containers and any items not picked up must be 
removed from common area no later than 9 AM on Thursday. This has been a major 
issue in certain areas of the community and all residents are required to adhere to this 
rule, which is in place to keep the community from looking like a dump. 
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If you have large bulky items to dispose of please note that you can schedule a FREE BULK PICK 
UP through Montgomery County by calling 240-777-6410 or you can dispose of items for FREE 
at the Shady Grove Transfer Station.  

If you have any questions or concerns about anything in this notice, please feel free to contact 

our community manager Sara Brodie at sbrodie@alliedrealtycorp.com or 301-941-8913.  

CURB YOUR PETS 
There have been an increasing number of complaints registered in the community regarding 

pet owners not curbing their animals and allowing their dogs to run freely around the 

community unleashed.  

 

ALL PET OWNERS ARE REMINDED: 

It is ILLEGAL to allow your dog to run unleashed on common property and on other neighbors’ 

private property. The only area where your dog is allowed to be unleashed outside is on your 

own fenced in private property. Allowing your dog to run around unleashed is against 

Montgomery County laws and Association rules. In addition, it is a major nuisance for 

neighbors as well as a liability issue for you if your dog attacks or bites a person or other dog. 

It is also putting your dog in danger of being hit by a car. Just this month a small dog was 

killed by another large dog in a Potomac community association – don’t let this tragic incident 

happen to you or your animal.  

 

If you would like to bring your dog to a place where it can run around freely and play, check out 

Cabin John Dog Park at 10900 Westlake Drive or some of the other free County dog parks: 

http://www.montgomeryparks.org/facilities/dog_park/dog_parks.shtm     

 

It is also ILLEGAL to not curb your dog. All dog feces must immediately be picked up and 

properly disposed of by the person who is walking the dog. In addition to being in violation of 

Montgomery County laws and Association rules, not curbing your dog is disgusting, 

unsanitary, and very inconsiderate of your neighbors.  

 

Owners who are reported to be in violation of either of these laws are subject to fines imposed 

by the Association as well as being reported to Montgomery County Animal Control. 
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